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Summary 
Evaluate policing responses to incidents of sexual violence reported to the 
police by sex workers in Gwent. In bringing together partners from policing, 
Cyfannol Women’s Aid and academia, this work examined investigative 
approaches, community dynamics and processes of risk identification and 
management. 

Organisations 
Gwent Police 
University of West 
England

Challenge
This research project was a collaboration between Gwent Police, Cyfannol Women’s Aid, and academics at 
the University of the West of England, Bristol. The study explored the nature of violence against sex workers 
in Gwent, with a particular focus on trust and disclosure, investigative practices, risk identification, and 
safeguarding. This study provides a timely and critical evaluation of how a police force engages with a highly 
stigmatised and vulnerable population. 

Innovation or research
The study adopted a mixed method approach guided by three central research questions: 

•	 What is the nature of the relationship between the police and sex workers in Gwent?
•	 What are the barriers and challenges in progressing criminal investigations where the victim is a sex worker?
•	 What is the efficacy of processes and tools used to identify, mitigate, and manage the risk of violence 

against sex workers in Gwent? 

Findings
Sex workers reported a lack of trust and confidence in the police, although the Sex Work Liaison Officer (SWLO) 
was found to be instrumental in facilitating disclosures and support and was highly valued by colleagues,      
multi-agency personnel and sex workers.

Uniformed officers expressed a desire for more training and force awareness in regard to sex work and sexual 
exploitation.
Officers recognised the complex vulnerabilities of sex workers, though some were pessimistic about achieving 
positive outcomes in cases of violence against sex workers.

High value was placed on the multi-agency environment. The AAROSE forum (Adults At Risk of Sexual             
Exploitation) was viewed as an important mechanism for information sharing and coordinating safeguarding 
efforts. However, the process of risk management could be more data led in the absence of a dedicated 
assessment tool

Next steps
The project produced a range of recommendations relating to how Gwent police could enhance its response to 
the victimisation of sex workers.  The commitment made is to explore the opportunity of creating and assessing 
a bespoke risk assessment for sexually exploited adults.
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